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The Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World
A Brief History

7KH�&HQWHU�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ��,PDJLQDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�1DWXUDO�:RUOG�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�D�QRQ�SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�0DUFK������
,1%#%40><,3T4$,=#-"%4#$-1"$*2,4%+,-2%D,;>"$<#F"%I#$;(%#%YdX%#3$"%"#$-2%*#13-0#$/%<.3#-"'%,1%-2"%5..-2,<<*%.5%Q.$-2%N#$.<,1#?%%
D2"%"#$-2%*#13-0#$/%+#*%4<#3"'%,1%#%3.1*"$=#-,.1%"#*";"1-%+,-2%-2"%N.1*"$=#-,.1%D$0*-%.5%Q.$-2%N#$.<,1#%,1%eVVY?%

!0$,17%-2"%eVVVReVVY%#3#'";,3%/"#$(%-2"%N"1-"$%,1=,-"'%#%7$.04%.5%"'03#-.$*%-.%4#$-,3,4#-"%,1%#%*"$,"*%.5%$"-$"#-*%+,-2%
"3.-2".<.7,#1%D2.;#*%K"$$/%[+,"(>'"37()*(&,"(/3'&,]%#1'%+$,-"$T"'03#-.$%&,32#$'%S"+,*%[/LYLQJ�E\�:RQGHU]%"1-,-<"'%fD2"%
%LRORJLFDO�,PSHUDWLYH���1DWXUH��(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�,PDJLQDWLRQ�µ��7KHVH�UHWUHDWV�PDUNHG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�RXU�ZRUN�ZLWK�HGXFDR
-.$*%,1%+2,32%+"%3.1*,'"$"'%-2"%90"*-,.1%fN#1%+"%"*-#><,*2%#%1"+%5.$;%.5%',#<.70"%>"-+""1%.0$*"<="*%#1'%-2"%":-$#.$',1#$/%
SKHQRPHQD�WKDW�PDNH�XS�RXU�OLYLQJ�XQLYHUVH"µ

I$.;%eVVeReVVd(%-2"%N"1-"$%.55"$"'%#%/"#$<.17%,1-"1*,="%4$.7$#;%5.$%"'03#-.$*%"1-,-<"'%fD2"%6"="1-2%M"1"$#-,.1%D"#32R
HUV·�3URJUDP�µ��7KURXJK�D�VHULHV�RI�WKUHH�UHWUHDWV��WHDFKHUV�VKDUHG�WKHLU�RZQ�HFRVWRULHV��NHSW�D�QDWXUH�MRXUQDO��DQG�WUDQVIHUUHG�
1"+%+#/*%.5%<,*-"1,17%#1'%$"*4.1',17%-.%-2"%1#-0$#<%+.$<'%-.%-2",$%4$#3-,3"%#*%-"#32"$*?%%6"="1-/R1,1"%-"#32"$*%4#$-,3,4#-"'%,1%
WKLV�SURJUDP�GXULQJ�LWV�ÀUVW�IRXU�\HDUV���

!0$,17%-2"%I#<<%.5%eVVd(%.0$%+.$F%+,-2%"'03#-.$*%-..F%-2"%5.$;%.5%#%1"+%-+.R/"#$%4$.7$#;(%fD2"%@11"$%S,5"%.5%-2"%N2,<'%
LQ�1DWXUH���3UHVHQFH�DQG�3UDFWLFH�µ�IXQGHG�E\�D�JUDQW�IURP�WKH�&RPSWRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ���1RZ�LQ�LWV�WKLUG�\HDU��WKLV�FR�UHVHDUFK�
4$.7$#;%3.1-,10"*%+,-2%-2"%*044.$-%.5%-2"%E#<<,.4",#%I.01'#-,.1%#1'%#--$#3-*%"'03#-.$*%5$.;%#<<%.="$%-2"%3.01-$/?%%

D2"%N"1-"$A*%`$.7$#;*%5.$%32,<'$"1%#1'%/.017%#'0<-*%2#="%*"$="'%.="$%d(VVV%/.017%4".4<"%5$.;%;.$"%-2#1%XV%40><,3%
#1'%4$,=#-"%*32..<*%,1%-2"%5..-2,<<*%.5%Q.$-2%N#$.<,1#%*,13"%-2"%N"1-"$A*%,13"4-,.1%,1%-2"%I#<<%.5%eVVV?%%D2"%N"1-"$A*%#44$.#32%
WR�ZRUNLQJ�´VPDOO�DQG�GHHSµ�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV�LV�UHDOL]HG�LQ�RXU�SUHVHQW�RIIHULQJV�LQFOXGLQJ�´$ZDNHQLQJ�WR�
1DWXUH�µ�´7KH�3RHWU\�RI�1DWXUH�µ�´1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�-RXUQH\V�µ��´&KLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�)RUHVW�µ�DQG�RXU�RQH�ZHHN�QDWXUH�FDPSV�LQ�
-2"%*0;;"$?%%

@1%-2"%I#<<%.5%eVVU(%-2"%N"1-"$%,1,-,#-"'%64"3,#<%!"*,71%4$.7$#;*%5.$%*32..<*%#1'%7$.04*?%%D2$.072%4$.7$#;*%-#,<.$"'%-.%
-2"%1""'*%.5%#%4#$-,30<#$%<"#$1,17%3.;;01,-/(%-2"%N"1-"$%2#*%3$"#-"'%#%+,'"%$#17"%.5%64"3,#<%!"*,71%`$.7$#;*%5.$%*32..<*(%
320$32"*(%#1'%01,="$*,-,"*%-2#-%>$,17%32,<'$"1(%/.017%#'0<-*%#1'%"'03#-.$*%,1-.%#%'""4%4"$*.1#<%3.11"3-,.1%-.%-2"%1#-0$#<%
+.$<'?%%D2"*"%4$.7$#;*%.55"$%;#1/%4.**,>,<,-,"*%5.$%"'03#-.$*%-.%4#$-1"$%+,-2%-2"%N"1-"$%,1%3$"#-,17%#%3.;4#**,.1#-"%20;#1%
4$"*"13"%-.%-2"%8#$-2?

D2"%N"1-"$%40><,*2"*%#%>,#110#<%1"+*<"--"$(%&KU\VDOLV(%+2,32%$"#32"*%#1%,1-"$1#-,.1#<%#0',"13"?%%`0><,*2"'%*,13"%-2"%I#<<%
.5%eVVU(%&KU\VDOLV%,*%#%5.$0;%+2"$"%-2.072-*%.1%-2"%$"<#-,.1*2,4%>"-+""1%-2"%,11"$%<,5"%.5%-2"%32,<'%#1'%-2"%1#-0$#<%+.$<'%#$"%
":32#17"'(%#*%+"<<%#*%#%="2,3<"%5.$%;#F,17%N"1-"$%4$.7$#;*%=,*,><"%-.%-2"%7"1"$#<%40><,3?%%

Q.+%,1%,-*%1,1-2%/"#$%.5%":,*-"13"(%-2"%N"1-"$%+#*%,1=,-"'%-.%;#F"%#%4$"*"1-#-,.1%#>.0-%,-*%f@11"$%S,5"%.5%-2"%N2,<'%,1%
1DWXUHµ�SURJUDP�DW�WKH�&KLOG�6SLULW�&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�&KDWWDQRRJD��7HQQHVVHH�RQ�1RYHPEHU������������,Q�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�LWV�
',*-,170,*2"'%*"$=,3"%,1%3#$$/,17%5.$+#$'%-2"%+.$F%.5%D2.;#*%K"$$/(%-2"%N"1-"$%+#*%#+#$'"'%-2"%D2.;#*%K"$$/%)+#$'%>/%-2"%
M$""1*>.$.%`0><,3%S,>$#$/%.1%Q.=";>"$%YV(%eVVi?%%

D2"%N"1-"$A*%+.$F%,*%1.+%$"#32,17%+,'"$%#0',"13"*%-2$.072%40><,3#-,.1*%#1'%-"<"=,*,.1?%)1%#$-,3<"%#>.0-%-2"%N"1-"$A*%
ZRUN�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ��´7HQ�&DWHUSLOODUV�<DZQLQJ�µ�DSSHDUHG�LQ�/3'&,%48,&?(@A4'4&13%(94$0)7(*)'(3.(/2)%)8423%(B8"(%"',-"'%>/%
N,1'/%64$,17%#1'%)1-2.1/%P#1.0*.*%,1%eVVi?%@1%-2"%*0;;"$%.5%eVVW(%-2"%N"1-"$%+#*%5"#-0$"'%,1%#%Q.$-2%N#$.<,1#%`0><,3%
D"<"=,*,.1%*"7;"1-%.5%6,;4<"%S,=,17%.1%-2"%32,<'A*%$"<#-,.1*2,4%+,-2%-2"%1#-0$#<%+.$<'%-2#-%,13<0'"'%,1-"$=,"+*%+,-2%D2.;#*%
K"$$/(%&,32#$'%S.0=(%#0-2.$%.5%C3$&(-,4%0(4.(&,"(9))0$(%#1'%g.*"42%N.$1"<<(%#0-2.$%.5%6KDULQJ�1DWXUH�ZLWK�&KLOGUHQ��-RXUQH\�
&)(&,"(D"3'&()*(!3&1'"5%#1'%C4$&".4.8(&)(!3&1'"?%D2"%N"1-"$A*%+.$F%+,<<%*..1%>"%5"#-0$"'%,1%-2"%5.$-23.;,17%>..F(%<)'(&,"(
/RYH�RI�1DWXUH������6ROXWLRQV�IRU�WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ�RI�%LRGLYHUVLW\��>/%K$,.1/%`"11%#1'%&.>,1%g?%G..'%+,-2%M0/%!#013/?



Spring 2009Spring 20094 13ChrysalisChrysalis

It Takes A Universe
by 

Thomas Berry
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  Our children will live, not in our world but in their world, a future world that is rapidly taking on its distinctive con-
tours.  Our exploitative industrial world, despite all our scienti!c discoveries, technological skills, commercial abundance 
and stock-market advance, is in a state of decline.  The long-term survival of our children will depend on a new relationship 
between the human and the natural worlds.  A change is taking place from exploitative relationships to one of mutual en-
hancement between the natural and the human worlds.  The type of prosperity known through the industrial process of 
the twentieth century will never again be available.

     A new creative period, however, will be available.  Our children must activate these new forms of delight in existence in 
the great variety of human activities.  Indeed we ourselves have begun this process.  Already we are aware of the following 
conditions the children need if they are to attain the ful!llment for which they are destined.

Health and Environment

     Our children need a healthy earth on which to live.  A sickened planet is not conducive to healthy children physically, or 
to emotional or psychic security.  They need pure air and water and sunlight and fruitful soil and all those living forms that 
provide the context in which human existence can be properly nurtured.  Only if we provide this context will we ful!ll our 
obligations to our children.

The Great Community

     Our children need to become members not only of a local or even of the human community.  They need to become 
conscious members of that wonderful community of all the living and non-living beings of the world about them.  Human 
community as such is an abstraction.  The only real community is the integral community of the entire continent, the entire 
planet or even the entire universe.  We are awkward at this manner of thinking because our religions as well as our humanist 
traditions carry a certain antagonism toward the natural world.  But now the refusal of human beings to become intimate 
members of the community of the earth is leading to devastation of the entire planet.  The next generation can survive 
only as functional members of this larger community.  Our children are instinctively aware of this.  We need only foster this 
awareness.

Literacy

     Our children need to learn not only how to read books composed by human genius but also how to read the Great Book 
of the World.  Again, reading this Great Book is natural to children.  Alienation from this primary educational experience 
has been, in our generation, the source of unmeasured disaster to every aspect of human existence.  The New Prosperity 
requires a new language, a language of nature that presently begins to be understood by those involved in solar energy, by 
the new architects, the new educators, the environmentalists.  This new language is primarily the language of the earth, a 
language of living relationships that extend throughout the universe.

     We have here on the North American continent a superb natural setting in which our children can become literate, ca-
pable of understanding what their world is telling them.  Above all this natural world is telling them about a new prosperity, 
a new richness of life, new energies that are available, new experiences to enjoy.

Site-based Educators’ Programs
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Energy

     Our children must understand how to function with the energy of the sun and the wind and the water rather than with 
the energies of fossil fuels or of nuclear processes.  Our inability to use these other energies properly has led to a situation 
in which the planet earth is covered with grime that is not only harmful to all forms of life but which is eating away with its 
acids the very stones and structures of all the great cities of the world.  The understanding of more benign energy forms 
and the skills to interact with them e"ectively, these are absolute necessities for the survival of our children in a sustainable 
life context.

Food

     Our children need to learn gardening.  The reasons for this reach deep into their mental and emotional as well as in their 
physical survival.  Gardening is an active participation in the deepest mysteries of the universe.  By gardening our children 
learn that they constitute with all growing things a single community of life.  They learn to nurture and be nurtured in a 
universe that is always precarious but ultimately benign.  They learn profound reasons for the seasonal rituals of the great 
religious traditions.

     More immediately, however, is the question of physical survival.  With the every-increasing loss of soil on which food-
growing depends, with the rising in#ation in the economic situation, with the need for food grown in an organic context, 
and with the crowded situation in our urban centers, the capacity of local communities to grow a signi!cant amount of 
their own food on very limited areas of earth will become an increasing urgency.  Community-supported agriculture proj-
ects are already developed throughout the North American continent.

     Elementary education especially might very well begin and be developed in a gardening context.  How much the children 
could learn!  A language related to life!  Emotional responses to blossoming and fruitful plants, social cooperation, death as 
a source of life.  They could learn geology and biology and astronomy.  They could learn the sources of poetry and literature 
and the arts.  They might even be saved from the sterile and ephemeral world of electronic games.

The Managerial Role

     Our children need to be prepared for their role in the fruitful functioning of the Great Earth itself, the !rst and greatest 
of all corporations.  They need to learn that the managerial role in all human cooperative enterprises is to enhance the func-
tioning and meaning and value of this primary corporation of the planet on which we live.  If the Earth becomes bankrupt 
there is no future for anything that lives on the earth.  The remarkable achievement of the earth in its natural state is its 
ability to renew itself and all its living forms.  There is a minimum of entropy in the earth system.  Energies are cycled and 
recycled inde!nitely.  The infrastructure renews itself.  No human process can do this.  Neither automobiles nor roadways, 
nor subway systems, nor fossil fuels, nor railways, nor power plants, nor nuclear stations renew themselves.  They last a few 
years and then rust away and the resources of the planet are no longer su$cient to renew them.

     A completely new managerial role begins to identify itself.  It will function in a di"erent fashion and with di"erent ideals 
from the manner in which management functions at present.  This new mode of management begins to manifest itself in 
development of new courses and programs of Ecological Economics.

Revelatory Experience

     Our children need to understand the meaning and grandeur and sacredness of the earth as revelatory of the deep mys-
teries and meaning of the world.  Rather than teaching them to disdain the natural world as unworthy of their concern, it 
would be most helpful if our religious traditions would move toward a stronger emphasis on the glorious phenomena of the 
universe about us as modes of divine communication.

Programs for Schools & Groups
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     In a special manner our children need to observe and esteem the spontaneities of nature in the various bioregions of 
North America.  These spontaneities give expression to genetic diversity which is the most precious endowment of the 
living world.  Without the marvelous variety of living forms that swim in the sea and live and move upon the earth and #y 
through the air, our own human understanding, our emotional life, our imaginative powers, our sense of the divine, our ca-
pacity for verbal expression; these would all be terribly diminished.  If we lived on the moon our sense of the divine would 
re#ect the lunar landscape; our emotions, sensitivities and imagination would all in a similar manner be limited to a lunar 
mode of expression.  So with our children, they are what they are and have such remarkable expansion of life because they 
share in the natural world that they have here on the North American continent.  The radiance of their surroundings is even 
now re#ected in the radiance of our children’s countenances.

A Sense of History

     Our children need a sense of their unique historical role in creating this new ecological age.  This future world is something 
that has never existed before.  We are involved in an irreversible sequence of planetary developments.  For the !rst time an 
integral form of the planet earth with all its geological contours, its living forms and its human presence has become possible 
as a vital, functioning reality expressing itself in its unbroken sequence of splendors in movement and song and an in!nite 
variety of color in the sky and throughout the !ve continents.

     There is a certain truth in the expression:  “The Dream drives the Action”.  Among the greatest contributions we can 
make to our children is to assist them in their dreams of a world of pure air and water and sunlight and soil, where the com-
pany of living being would #ourish as this has not happened in recent centuries.

America

     As this country has often been the leader in the great industrial-technological experiment that has been taking place in 
these past two centuries and as this country has su"ered severely from the devastation consequent on the petrochemical "ered severely from the devastation consequent on the petrochemical "
period through which we are passing, so now we might well become the leaders in guiding the children of the world toward 
this more splendid future that is presently in the making.  If we see the aurora, they, hopefully, will see the dawn.  

7KRPDV�%HUU\�WDONV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�DW�WKH�&HQWHU�
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Q"'%G0<>"$-%k%P#$/%!#/%P.$'"3#,
)<+/1%P.**
&0**%k%g"#1%P.:<"/
K$#'%k%8<</1%P0<<,*
_1#%Q#F#;0$#
D$,*2%Q"<*.1
H"*%k%8<,a#>"-2%Q"+;#1

P#$,"%Q.$'7$"1
g#1%H"#-2"$5.$'%k%K#$>%CA!"<<
S#-$"<<"%C<,="$
&"1""%C+"1
60a#11"%`#$F20$*-
S#390#11#%`#0<
S,*#%P#$,"%`"<.90,1
D2"$"*#%G#21%k%!,#1"%`"1'.<#
!.$.-2/%`"-"$*
S#$$/%`"-$.=,3F
N#$.<,1"%`..<"
g./%N2$,*-,%`$a"*-+.$
S,a%`017"<<.
`#-$,3,#%&#4.4.$-
N#$;"1%I#<<*%&"'',17
g.21%62#3F"<-.1
`2/<<,*%62#+
N2$,*%62"#
N#$.<%62.#5
6.42,#A*%M#$'"1
P#$/%6.0-2#$'
g./3"%k%g.21%64"#*
g#1"%6-#=."
E#-2"$,1"%6-"$1
H,<<,#;%6-"="1*
`"77/%E,11"/%k%)1'/%6-"+#$-
63.--%k%g#3F,"%D#1*""$
D,;%k%P"7#1%D.>"1
63.--%k%6-#3"/%D.>"1
g"#1%k%&#/%D$#44
S,*#%_1'"$+..'
__%N20$32%.5%)*2"=,<<"
g"$$/%c#$1"$
c#<"$,"%c,3F"$*
E#-"%k%6-"="1%H#71"$
P#$/%)11%H#,1+$,72-
P#$/%H#F";#1
!#<"%H#<F"$
S.0%H#<<#3"
)11%H#<-"$RI$.;*.1
8<<"1%H"<<"*
S#0$#%H,7#1'
E,-%H,<F,1*.1
H#<-"$%H,1,0*
Q#13/%k%!#=,'%H,1-.1
&#32#"<%H..-"1
P#--2"+%k%E#-2"$,1"%l,55

Friends of the Center
=#$>)5"$,+$#?@'#55$1$"#1',*#.,$,"1&A$B+2$,+$,"#$*+..+>)&C$)&/)D)/21.5$1&/$*+2&/1,)+&5$*+'$,"#)'$C#&#'+25$52@@+',$+*$+2'
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Individual Donors

Sustainability Circle Members
!#1,"<%k%K#$>#$#%K"$$/%I.01'#-,.1
6#$#2%K.$'"$*
g,;%K$..F*
H"1'/%K0$F<#1'%S.;>#$'
P#$-,%N#1,4"
M#/%N2"1"/
g.%)11%E$#0*
)1'$"+%S"=,--%k%`"77/%H2#<"1RS"=,--
K"3F/%P#/"$
S.$"--#%P3N#$-2/
D"$$/%P..$"
N#$.<%#1'%6#;%P..$"
!$?%#1'%P$*?%)<#1%D?%P..$"
!.$,*%!.+'"<<%P..$"
Q#13/%P..$"%G.4F,1*
K#$>#$#%k%H,<<,#;%P.$#1
60*#1%6#;0"<*.1
!">>/%k%D.;%632,;;"<
N.<"--"%6"7#<<#
&#1'/%k%@$,*%6"1a,7
M$"77%60<<,=#1
g.21%60<<,=#1
6-"="%k%g#1,3"%D.>"1
N#$.</1%D.>"1
G#1F%H#<<

Foundations
K<0"%K"<<%I.01'#-,.1
I<.$#%I#;,</%I.01'#-,.1
K,<<%k%P"<,1'#%M#-"*%I.01'#-,.1
D2"%E#<<,.4",#%I.01'#-,.1

Memorial Gifts
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1%,1%;";.$/%.5%P#$/
���:KLWWLQJWRQ�´:KLWWµ�'DYHQSRUW
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1%,1%;";.$/%.5%C<.=
%%%G#7"$>$#1-

Honor Gifts
N#$.<,1"%`..<"%,1%2.1.$%.5%I$#1F%#1'%E#.<#%`2."1,:
!.$,*%P..$"%,1%2.1.$%.5%D2.;#*%K"$$/
6#1'/%K,*'""%,1%2.1.$%.5%g"55%P#/
`#;%K$0;>#072%,1%2.1.$%.5%S.0%H#<<#3"
63.--%#1'%6-#3"/%D.>"1%#1'%5#;,</%,1%2.1.$%.5
%%%N#$.</1%D.>"1
)11"%K#$-.1%N#$-"$%,1%2.1.$%.5%N#$.</1%D.>"1%#1'
%%%`"77/%H2#<"1RS"=,--
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1%,1%2.1.$%.5%-2"%S.4"*%5#;,</
!.11#%E"1-.1%,1%2.1.$%.5%P#<3.;%#1'%M#$/
%%%E"1-.1

The Thomas Berry Hermitage Project
)1.1/;.0*
!$?%P#$7#$"-%K"$$/
g#;"*%K"$$/
62#+1%K"$$/
I$"'"$,3F%K"$$/
g"#1%K"$$/%k%M.$'.1%I.$"*-"$
K"$$/%I#;,</%D$0*-
S#0$#%K,<<,17*
6#1'/%K,*'""
6#$#2%K.$'"$*
&.$/%K$#'<"/
I"$1%K$#'<"/%k%D.;%N.<"
P#$-,%N#1,4"
N#$.<"%N2#*"
M#/%N2"1"/
60"%N.<"
E,;%k%P#$-/%M.<'*-",1
);/%M$""*.1
N<#0',#%G.$.+,-a
M"$-$0'"%G072"*
)11"%k%6#;%G0;;"<
!#=,'%k%S,1'#%E,11"
E#-2"$,1"%S""
S,a%S"=,--
)1'$"+%S"=,--%k%`"77/%H2#<"1RS"=,--
&,32%k%E#-2/%S.0=
N.1*-#13"%P#2.1"/
P#$,.1%)1'$0*%P3N.<<#;
P#3%P3N$#$/
P,$,#;%P3M,<<,*
g#1"%P3M,<<,=$#/
!.$,*%!.+'"<<%P..$"
K$#'%k%8<</1%P0<<,*
_1#%Q#F#;0$#
S,*#%P#$,"%`"<.90,1
S#$$/%`"-$.=,3F
N#$;"1%I#<<*%&"'',17
g,;%k%!"1,*"%&,''<"
&#1'/%k%@$,*%6"1a,7
g.21%62#3F"<-.1
)11%K"$$/%6.;"$*
H,<<,#;%6-"="1*
M$"77%k%g.21%60<<,=#1
N#$.</1%D.>"1
M"$#<',1"%H2#<"1
E,-%H,<F,1*.1
g"+"<%k%&.>"$-%H,<<,#;*
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6-"5#1,"%k%!#=,'%)1'"$*.1
&.**%)1'$"+*
)1.1/;.0*
Q#13/%K#$1"--
`"-"$%K"$$/
!$?%P#$7#$"-%K"$$/
G.<</%K"**"/
g"$$/#11"%K,"$
6#1'/%K,*'""
P,$,#;%K,*'""
M,1%&",'%K<#,$
g.#11"%k%)$-20$%K<0"-2"1-2#<
g"$,%I,-a7"$#<'%K.#$'
6-"="1%k%I$#13"*%K.;>#$-
62"$,%k%E#,-<,1%K.11"$
&.$/%K$#'<"/
D.;%N.<"%#1'%I"$1%K$#'<"/
6/'1"/%k%G#11#2%K$,--
!,#1#%K$..F*
`#;%k%N2#<;"$*%K$0;>#072
E"1%P..$"%k%E#-2/%K03F
K,<<%N#2#<#1
S.$,%N#2,<<
S#$$/%k%G"<"1%N#$';#1
S.,*%N#$"/
!$?%P#0$""1%D?%N#$$.<<
)11"--"%N#*-"<<.
8;,</%N2#;>"$<#,1
g.21%k%S/1'#%N.3F
8'+#$'%k%8*-"<<"%N.<-"1
g.#11#%G#/;.$"%k%!#="%N..F
N#;"$.1%N..F"
D$,*2%N.$>"--
K#$>#$#%k%`#-$,3F%N$.3F"--
S,*#%!#;,#1
8;,</%P.1F%!#=,'*.1
63.--%!#=,*
N.$,11"%!#=,*
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1
!">>,"%k%&.>"$-%!.+<,17
D2.;#*%!$.44"$*
)11#;#$,"%8'+#$'*
&.>,1%k%g#;"*%8=#1*
N2$,*%I.$'
g"#1%K"$$/%k%M.$'.1%I.$"*-"$
M"1"*,*%I#$;
G#$$,"-%M,<>"$-

E,;%k%P#$-/%M.<'*-",1
g#1"%M.*2"1
Q#13/%S""%M.0,1
M$""1*>.$.%!#/%632..<
62"$$,<<%G#<>"
P,32#"<%G#1#*
!$?%#1'%P$*?%!#=,'%G#$'#+#/
P#$7#$"-%G#01
E#-$,1#%G.<<"/
62,$<"/%G.<;"*
)11"%k%6#;%G0;;"<
`#-$,3,#%K#,<"/%k%!""%@$+,1
D"'%k%S,<<,#1%g#3.>*
60*#1%g./1"$
6-"42"1%k%&##32"<%g0$.=,3*
)<#1%k%Q.$;#%E#21
P#<3.<;%E"1-.1
P#77,"%k%E0$-%E"*F,1"1
!#3,#%E,17
!#=,'%k%S,1'#%E,11"
6#1'/%S#M$"7#
g"55%k%!.11#%S#1"
6-"="%k%&,-#%S#/*.1
g.%S""'*
Q#13/%k%`2,<%S",1>#32
N<#$"%H#<F"$%S"*<,"
N#-2"$,1"%k%G"1$/%S"=,1*.1
S,a%S"=,--
&,32#$'%k%N#$.<%S"+,*
K"$1#$'%S,">"$;#1
G"<"1%S.+$/
E#-2/%S/'#/
`#-%P#3F"1a,"
N.1*-#13"%P#2.1"/
@$"1"%P#**"/
P#0$""1%P#--2"+*
g"55%P#/
S,*#%P3N0-32".1RM0-F1"32-
P,32#"<%k%)1,-#%P3S".'
N#$.</1%P3`2"$*.1
Q"'%G0<>"$-%k%P#$/%!#/%P.$'"3#,
)<+/1%P.**
&0**%k%g"#1%P.:<"/
K$#'%k%8<</1%P0<<,*
_1#%Q#F#;0$#
D$,*2%Q"<*.1
H"*%k%8<,a#>"-2%Q"+;#1

P#$,"%Q.$'7$"1
g#1%H"#-2"$5.$'%k%K#$>%CA!"<<
S#-$"<<"%C<,="$
&"1""%C+"1
60a#11"%`#$F20$*-
S#390#11#%`#0<
S,*#%P#$,"%`"<.90,1
D2"$"*#%G#21%k%!,#1"%`"1'.<#
!.$.-2/%`"-"$*
S#$$/%`"-$.=,3F
N#$.<,1"%`..<"
g./%N2$,*-,%`$a"*-+.$
S,a%`017"<<.
`#-$,3,#%&#4.4.$-
N#$;"1%I#<<*%&"'',17
g.21%62#3F"<-.1
`2/<<,*%62#+
N2$,*%62"#
N#$.<%62.#5
6.42,#A*%M#$'"1
P#$/%6.0-2#$'
g./3"%k%g.21%64"#*
g#1"%6-#=."
E#-2"$,1"%6-"$1
H,<<,#;%6-"="1*
`"77/%E,11"/%k%)1'/%6-"+#$-
63.--%k%g#3F,"%D#1*""$
D,;%k%P"7#1%D.>"1
63.--%k%6-#3"/%D.>"1
g"#1%k%&#/%D$#44
S,*#%_1'"$+..'
__%N20$32%.5%)*2"=,<<"
g"$$/%c#$1"$
c#<"$,"%c,3F"$*
E#-"%k%6-"="1%H#71"$
P#$/%)11%H#,1+$,72-
P#$/%H#F";#1
!#<"%H#<F"$
S.0%H#<<#3"
)11%H#<-"$RI$.;*.1
8<<"1%H"<<"*
S#0$#%H,7#1'
E,-%H,<F,1*.1
H#<-"$%H,1,0*
Q#13/%k%!#=,'%H,1-.1
&#32#"<%H..-"1
P#--2"+%k%E#-2"$,1"%l,55

Friends of the Center
=#$>)5"$,+$#?@'#55$1$"#1',*#.,$,"1&A$B+2$,+$,"#$*+..+>)&C$)&/)D)/21.5$1&/$*+2&/1,)+&5$*+'$,"#)'$C#&#'+25$52@@+',$+*$+2'

>+'A$*'+E$F1&21'B$G7$899<$H$I1'6"$J7$899J

Individual Donors

Sustainability Circle Members
!#1,"<%k%K#$>#$#%K"$$/%I.01'#-,.1
6#$#2%K.$'"$*
g,;%K$..F*
H"1'/%K0$F<#1'%S.;>#$'
P#$-,%N#1,4"
M#/%N2"1"/
g.%)11%E$#0*
)1'$"+%S"=,--%k%`"77/%H2#<"1RS"=,--
K"3F/%P#/"$
S.$"--#%P3N#$-2/
D"$$/%P..$"
N#$.<%#1'%6#;%P..$"
!$?%#1'%P$*?%)<#1%D?%P..$"
!.$,*%!.+'"<<%P..$"
Q#13/%P..$"%G.4F,1*
K#$>#$#%k%H,<<,#;%P.$#1
60*#1%6#;0"<*.1
!">>/%k%D.;%632,;;"<
N.<"--"%6"7#<<#
&#1'/%k%@$,*%6"1a,7
M$"77%60<<,=#1
g.21%60<<,=#1
6-"="%k%g#1,3"%D.>"1
N#$.</1%D.>"1
G#1F%H#<<

Foundations
K<0"%K"<<%I.01'#-,.1
I<.$#%I#;,</%I.01'#-,.1
K,<<%k%P"<,1'#%M#-"*%I.01'#-,.1
D2"%E#<<,.4",#%I.01'#-,.1

Memorial Gifts
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1%,1%;";.$/%.5%P#$/
���:KLWWLQJWRQ�´:KLWWµ�'DYHQSRUW
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1%,1%;";.$/%.5%C<.=
%%%G#7"$>$#1-

Honor Gifts
N#$.<,1"%`..<"%,1%2.1.$%.5%I$#1F%#1'%E#.<#%`2."1,:
!.$,*%P..$"%,1%2.1.$%.5%D2.;#*%K"$$/
6#1'/%K,*'""%,1%2.1.$%.5%g"55%P#/
`#;%K$0;>#072%,1%2.1.$%.5%S.0%H#<<#3"
63.--%#1'%6-#3"/%D.>"1%#1'%5#;,</%,1%2.1.$%.5
%%%N#$.</1%D.>"1
)11"%K#$-.1%N#$-"$%,1%2.1.$%.5%N#$.</1%D.>"1%#1'
%%%`"77/%H2#<"1RS"=,--
S,1%k%K.>%!.1#<'*.1%,1%2.1.$%.5%-2"%S.4"*%5#;,</
!.11#%E"1-.1%,1%2.1.$%.5%P#<3.;%#1'%M#$/
%%%E"1-.1

The Thomas Berry Hermitage Project
)1.1/;.0*
!$?%P#$7#$"-%K"$$/
g#;"*%K"$$/
62#+1%K"$$/
I$"'"$,3F%K"$$/
g"#1%K"$$/%k%M.$'.1%I.$"*-"$
K"$$/%I#;,</%D$0*-
S#0$#%K,<<,17*
6#1'/%K,*'""
6#$#2%K.$'"$*
&.$/%K$#'<"/
I"$1%K$#'<"/%k%D.;%N.<"
P#$-,%N#1,4"
N#$.<"%N2#*"
M#/%N2"1"/
60"%N.<"
E,;%k%P#$-/%M.<'*-",1
);/%M$""*.1
N<#0',#%G.$.+,-a
M"$-$0'"%G072"*
)11"%k%6#;%G0;;"<
!#=,'%k%S,1'#%E,11"
E#-2"$,1"%S""
S,a%S"=,--
)1'$"+%S"=,--%k%`"77/%H2#<"1RS"=,--
&,32%k%E#-2/%S.0=
N.1*-#13"%P#2.1"/
P#$,.1%)1'$0*%P3N.<<#;
P#3%P3N$#$/
P,$,#;%P3M,<<,*
g#1"%P3M,<<,=$#/
!.$,*%!.+'"<<%P..$"
K$#'%k%8<</1%P0<<,*
_1#%Q#F#;0$#
S,*#%P#$,"%`"<.90,1
S#$$/%`"-$.=,3F
N#$;"1%I#<<*%&"'',17
g,;%k%!"1,*"%&,''<"
&#1'/%k%@$,*%6"1a,7
g.21%62#3F"<-.1
)11%K"$$/%6.;"$*
H,<<,#;%6-"="1*
M$"77%k%g.21%60<<,=#1
N#$.</1%D.>"1
M"$#<',1"%H2#<"1
E,-%H,<F,1*.1
g"+"<%k%&.>"$-%H,<<,#;*
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Center Programs 2008  

Programs for Children
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Energy

     Our children must understand how to function with the energy of the sun and the wind and the water rather than with 
the energies of fossil fuels or of nuclear processes.  Our inability to use these other energies properly has led to a situation 
in which the planet earth is covered with grime that is not only harmful to all forms of life but which is eating away with its 
acids the very stones and structures of all the great cities of the world.  The understanding of more benign energy forms 
and the skills to interact with them e!ectively, these are absolute necessities for the survival of our children in a sustainable 
life context.

Food

     Our children need to learn gardening.  The reasons for this reach deep into their mental and emotional as well as in their 
physical survival.  Gardening is an active participation in the deepest mysteries of the universe.  By gardening our children 
learn that they constitute with all growing things a single community of life.  They learn to nurture and be nurtured in a 
universe that is always precarious but ultimately benign.  They learn profound reasons for the seasonal rituals of the great 
religious traditions.

     More immediately, however, is the question of physical survival.  With the every-increasing loss of soil on which food-
growing depends, with the rising in"ation in the economic situation, with the need for food grown in an organic context, 
and with the crowded situation in our urban centers, the capacity of local communities to grow a signi#cant amount of 
their own food on very limited areas of earth will become an increasing urgency.  Community-supported agriculture proj-
ects are already developed throughout the North American continent.

     Elementary education especially might very well begin and be developed in a gardening context.  How much the children 
could learn!  A language related to life!  Emotional responses to blossoming and fruitful plants, social cooperation, death as 
a source of life.  They could learn geology and biology and astronomy.  They could learn the sources of poetry and literature 
and the arts.  They might even be saved from the sterile and ephemeral world of electronic games.

The Managerial Role

     Our children need to be prepared for their role in the fruitful functioning of the Great Earth itself, the #rst and greatest 
of all corporations.  They need to learn that the managerial role in all human cooperative enterprises is to enhance the func-
tioning and meaning and value of this primary corporation of the planet on which we live.  If the Earth becomes bankrupt 
there is no future for anything that lives on the earth.  The remarkable achievement of the earth in its natural state is its 
ability to renew itself and all its living forms.  There is a minimum of entropy in the earth system.  Energies are cycled and 
recycled inde#nitely.  The infrastructure renews itself.  No human process can do this.  Neither automobiles nor roadways, 
nor subway systems, nor fossil fuels, nor railways, nor power plants, nor nuclear stations renew themselves.  They last a few 
years and then rust away and the resources of the planet are no longer su$cient to renew them.

     A completely new managerial role begins to identify itself.  It will function in a di!erent fashion and with di!erent ideals 
from the manner in which management functions at present.  This new mode of management begins to manifest itself in 
development of new courses and programs of Ecological Economics.

Revelatory Experience

     Our children need to understand the meaning and grandeur and sacredness of the earth as revelatory of the deep mys-
teries and meaning of the world.  Rather than teaching them to disdain the natural world as unworthy of their concern, it 
would be most helpful if our religious traditions would move toward a stronger emphasis on the glorious phenomena of the 
universe about us as modes of divine communication.

Programs for Schools & Groups
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  Our children will live, not in our world but in their world, a future world that is rapidly taking on its distinctive con-
tours.  Our exploitative industrial world, despite all our scienti!c discoveries, technological skills, commercial abundance 
and stock-market advance, is in a state of decline.  The long-term survival of our children will depend on a new relationship 
between the human and the natural worlds.  A change is taking place from exploitative relationships to one of mutual en-
hancement between the natural and the human worlds.  The type of prosperity known through the industrial process of 
the twentieth century will never again be available.

     A new creative period, however, will be available.  Our children must activate these new forms of delight in existence in 
the great variety of human activities.  Indeed we ourselves have begun this process.  Already we are aware of the following 
conditions the children need if they are to attain the ful!llment for which they are destined.

Health and Environment

     Our children need a healthy earth on which to live.  A sickened planet is not conducive to healthy children physically, or 
to emotional or psychic security.  They need pure air and water and sunlight and fruitful soil and all those living forms that 
provide the context in which human existence can be properly nurtured.  Only if we provide this context will we ful!ll our 
obligations to our children.

The Great Community

     Our children need to become members not only of a local or even of the human community.  They need to become 
conscious members of that wonderful community of all the living and non-living beings of the world about them.  Human 
community as such is an abstraction.  The only real community is the integral community of the entire continent, the entire 
planet or even the entire universe.  We are awkward at this manner of thinking because our religions as well as our humanist 
traditions carry a certain antagonism toward the natural world.  But now the refusal of human beings to become intimate 
members of the community of the earth is leading to devastation of the entire planet.  The next generation can survive 
only as functional members of this larger community.  Our children are instinctively aware of this.  We need only foster this 
awareness.

Literacy

     Our children need to learn not only how to read books composed by human genius but also how to read the Great Book 
of the World.  Again, reading this Great Book is natural to children.  Alienation from this primary educational experience 
has been, in our generation, the source of unmeasured disaster to every aspect of human existence.  The New Prosperity 
requires a new language, a language of nature that presently begins to be understood by those involved in solar energy, by 
the new architects, the new educators, the environmentalists.  This new language is primarily the language of the earth, a 
language of living relationships that extend throughout the universe.

     We have here on the North American continent a superb natural setting in which our children can become literate, ca-
pable of understanding what their world is telling them.  Above all this natural world is telling them about a new prosperity, 
a new richness of life, new energies that are available, new experiences to enjoy.

Site-based Educators’ Programs
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It Takes A Universe
by 

Thomas Berry
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Printed on 100% post consumer waste recycled paper.
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